HEMACANDRA AND HIS TIMES	39
warrior-trader communities, like the Osavalas and the Pora-
vadas of Bhinnamala, migrated to Patana. The sadhus,
who had carried on their religious and philanthropic
propaganda under humiliating conditions till then, gained
great strength. It was but natural that they should
thenceforth strive to remove the badge of inferiority
which had been imposed upon them by the more powerful
and learned Brahmanas. Persistent attempts had been made
by them to enlist the sympathy of the ruling Calukyas; and
when Siddharaja came to the throne, it looked as though
they would be rewarded with success. His mother Minala,
or Miyanalla Devi, was a Jaina, and so were some of
his ministers. The sadhus suffered from great dis-
advantages. Their favourite language was the dead
Prakrta; their audience was small and mostly composed of
the uninfluential; and their doctrine had been banned as
heterodox. But the attempt of Siddhasena Divakara to
raise the Jaina literature to the level of the Brahmanical,
was being followed by many sadhus. They felt an urge to-
wards participation in the great literary movement which,
through Samskrta, was maintaining the homogeniety of
politically divided India. Hemacandra stood out as the
greatest of them all.
In 1138 he led the learned men of Patana who
waited upon Siddharaja to offer their congratulations.
The conqueror had just returned triumphant from
a war with Malva. Siddharaja, jealous of the literary
glory of Ujjayini, asked Hemacandra to write a Samskrta
grammar, and procured for the scholar the then available
grammars from different parts of the country. This was
the scholar's opportunity for which he had long been
waiting. He compiled his famous text-book of grammar,
and, associating his name with that of the monarch, called
it Siddhahemacandra. Siddharaja got copies of it made,
and sent them to all the kings in India. Twenty copies
were sent to Kashmir, then the home of learning. This
gave Hemacandra reputation throughout India.
He was appointed court poet, and began to com-
pose Dvyns'rayamahnknvya, in which he celebrated the
glories of his patron's dynasty while illustrating the rules

